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August, 2017 

Welcome to the 2017-18 school year for Duval Virtual Instruction Academy! The 

mission of DVIA is “Engaging students in a 21st century, virtual learning 

environment for a lifetime of success”. YOU, the student, are our purpose and our 

mission!  

Our theme this year is: “BE…DVIA”. To “Be” DVIA we expect you to 

“Be…Committed,” “Be…Focused,” “Be…Self-reliant,” “Be…___. I challenge each 

of you to find your “Be…___” as a DVIA student. A graphic of our theme is posted 

on our website. 

We have wonderful teachers and staff who are absolutely committed to your academic 

success. We are very proud of our commitment to get to know you, the student, on a 

personal level. Yes, we can do this in our “virtual world”.  

We are proud to have a “Live Campus” (LC) for our virtual school. We are located 

inside Wolfson High School for Advanced International Studies and Leadership. We 

have our own unique entrance to a dedicated hallway, and classrooms committed to 

our program. One of those rooms will be completed in mid-fall as a state of the art 

electronic learning lab, where DVIA students will be invited to interact with our 

teachers and other students in a live, while also virtual, setting. We also have a 

dedicated elementary room allowing us to facilitate live sessions with our primary 

grades students in a classroom setting. Our Assistant Principal, Ms. Dawn Elkins, and 

a rotation of our faculty are ‘on-site’ during scheduled times. We have published those 

times on our website. 

Our “Virtual Campus” is another positive and personal opportunity for support. The 

Virtual Campus (VC) is a place where students may access our teachers for general 

needs, as well as curriculum and content specific needs. In the Virtual Campus, you 

are able to chat live with our teachers to problem solve and get to know those who 

support you. The hours for the VC will be posted in your Student Dashboard upon 

logging in to our portal, as well as on our DVIA webpage.  

This year, I will return to a practice of posting periodic video messages regarding 

current issues and connect them to our theme, “BE…”. Additionally, we will be 

developing short videos for informational needs as well as “how to” videos with 

“helpful hints”. We look forward “seeing” you virtually in our Virtual and Live 

Campuses.  

Sincerely, 

Mark Ertel, Principal   
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